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Outstanding disciplines in Food Science(top1), Light Industry(top1) , Textile 
Engineering (top2), and Design (in top5) in China 

Ranks 49th,  among the 2263 Chinese Higher institutions 
(Chinese Universities Rank System 2012) 

About University � Since 1960 � 



At Wuxi, a beautiful city in 
the east of China  

About University � Since 1960 � 

2.08 km2   “Eco-campus” 

1 million SM floor space 



School of Design, Jiangnan University 

General Info. � 

The earliest Design Programme in China 

A earliest Master Programme in Design in China 

One of top design schools in China 

Research-oriented education to cultivate excellent designers 

Since 1960 � 



Since1960  
The first modern design 
programme in China 

General Info. � Since 1960 � 



      5    departments and institutions,  
      7    programmes 
    15    studios 
 
   140   staff (60 professors and associate professors) 
2000  undergraduate student 
  300   postgraduates 
 
Admission percentage: 
Undergraduate: 2 % 
Postgraduate: 15 % 

General Info. � Since 1960 � 



 PhD , 4 years 

Design Degrees � 

Master, 2.5 years 

Bachelor, 4 years 
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 PhD  

Design Degrees � 

MFA 

Bachelor 

Since 1960 � 

Master of Design Master of Art 



Design Research � 

Lifestyle and Innovation Design Studio	
 
Systematic Integrated Design Studio	
 
Interaction Design Studio  	
 

Brand and Package Design Studio	
 
Information and Text Design Studio	
 
Digital Media and Multi-dimension Visual Design Studio	
 
Cultural Creativities and Strategic Design Studio	
 

Interior Design Studio	
 
Landscape Design Studio	
 
Architecture Design Studio	
 

Public Art Design Studio	
 
Living Art Works Design Studio	
 
New Art Form Research Studio	
 
Basic Form Research Studio	
 
Painting Research Studio	
 
Fine Arts Research Studio	
 

15 design and research studios 

Since 1960 � 



Main research fields 

Design Research � Since 1960 � 

Design Aesthetics 
 
User Experience and Service Design 
 
Integrated System Innovation 
 
Digital Media 
 



Design Research � 

12 research projects funded by 
Education Ministry Humanity and Social Science Research 
Foundation, in 2011 

Since 1960 � 

Rank No. 1 in the field of Design and Arts 





Students Awards: 

Red dot: 45 （Ranked 7 in world） 

IF: 13 (Ranked 5 in world) 

Design Research � Since 1960 � 



Partnership with national and international companies 

Social Services and Consultant � Since 1960 � 



More than 300 national and district 
important design projects and 
practices were finished, and nearly 
600 items of design patent were 
created and owned. 

Social Services and Consultant � Since 1960 � 



International Relations � 

 We have academic links to more than 50 design universities in over 20 countries. 

Since 1960 � 



Frequent international exchange and 
cooperation activities: Lectures, Seminars, 
Workshops, Conference and reciprocal 
programmes 

International Courses platform 

15-20 courses in English/year 

 

Incoming students: (15+40) persons/year 

Outgoing students: (25+60) persons/year 

International Relations � Since 1960 � 



CUMULUS: International Association of Universities and 
Colleges of Art, Design and Media 

DESIS: A network on Design for Social 
Innovation and Sustainability 

International Relations � 

International Membership 

Since 1960 � 



International Relations � 

International Collaborative 
Programms 
 
 
WuZu (04-13) 
 
Chita08, Desis 09, 10,11,12 
 
Inje 08, 09, 10, 11, 12 
 
IHK 2010/11/12 
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Re-Design Design Education 
Conference  2012, 2013, 2014, 2016 
 
To redefine the design disciplines and 
professions, reflecting to design 
education. 

New Initials � 

Since 1960 � 

Re-DESIGN DESIGN EDUCATION 
CONFERENCE (I) 2012 
Scope, Methods, and Principles 
May 25-27, 2012    CHINA·WUXI 
 
Re-DESIGN DESIGN EDUCATION 
CONFERENCE (II) 2013 
New Contexts, New Problems, 
and New Approaches  
May 24-26, 2013    CHINA·WUXI 

An international Academic Conference 



Scope of Design  
• A Profession vs. A Discipline  
• Nature of A Concept 
• Design and Management    
• New Topics: Interaction, Service and Social Innovation  
Techniques, Methods and Strategies  
• Research as Design  
• Design as New Rhetoric 
• Teaching Design (New Foundation/Interdisciplinary
 Education/ Reflective Education) 
• Professional and Managerial Skills 
Design and Value Creation 
• Design and Value Building  
• New Aesthetics 
• Understanding Object 
• Designer as Social Role Model 

New Initials � 
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New Initials � 

Since 1960 � 

Wuxi National Industrial Design Park 

JU Open Design Research Institute	
�

• 有社会责任的设计（Socially Responsible Design）	
�

• 生活方式设计（Lifestyle Innovation）	
�

• 设计与管理（Design and Management）	
�

• 信息和服务设计（Information and Service Design）	
�

• 健康（Health） 	
�

A open platform for M.Des education and industrial cooperation 



New Initials � 

Since 1960 � 

Integrated Innovation Program	
�

• To define problem and opportunities (strategic design);	
�

• To develop integrated solutions (interdisciplinary);	
�

• Team work and communication (Professional talent and still)	
�

A experiment class in undergraduate education 



Welcome! � 



Tradition & Innovation 



Cases in China 

Made in Jiangnan 
 
http://www.tudou.com/programs/view/jwZp2bk5ySg/?resourceId=0_06_02_99 
 
http://www.rddesign.cc 
 
http://zj.sina.com.cn/z/gymsxt/index.shtml 

 



Cases in China 

Made of Bamboo 
 
http://zhan.renren.com/gregshen?switch=true&from=bar 
 
 

 



Cases in China 

Ceramic in Jingdezhen 
 
http://www.china-jdz.com/ 
 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Blue_and_white_porcelain 
 



Cases in China 

Clay figure in Wuxi 
 
http://www.chinaculture.org/gb/en_aboutchina/2003-09/24/content_22019.htm 
 
http://bbs.huaxia.com/viewthread.php?tid=20312 
 

 



Cases in China 

Clay Teapot in Wuxi 
 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yixing_clay 
 
http://www.zisha123.com 
 
http://www.baike.com/wiki/紫砂壶 



Driving force 

The innovation of technic & material 
 
The innovation of business pattern 
 
The diversified needs of modern lifestyle 
 



传  薪 
chuan xin 

 
传火于薪，前薪尽而火又传于后薪，火种传续不绝。 
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